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BERNARD/CASCADE ELEMENTARY NEWSLETTER 

Principal News 

Western Dubuque Schools “Better Every Day” 

 
Well, spring is coming around the corner and we are all thankful that winter was fairly gentle to us 
with the lack of snow. A warm February made for an interesting month at school. While we, like all 
of you, hope for an early spring, getting one can be a double-edged sword. The sooner the weather 
gets nice and we get outside we start feeling that summer excitement coming back. The sooner that 
happens, the harder it is to keep our students fully engaged until the end of the year.  

Spring is an interesting time of the school year, as we start anew and the trees, ground and plants 
start to get their color back, we are figuratively in the “fall” of the school year. We are reflecting 
back on the year that was, assessing students and ourselves on the growth made, and setting new, 
higher goals for the next school year. Spring is a busy time for us. We have a lot of testing in these 
last few months to determine how far the students have come in the past twelve months (Iowa As-
sessments, ELPA-21, Aimsweb benchmarks, STAR, etc.) While these assessments are important and 
in some cases required, we tackle them as intensely as possible. They interrupt our instructional 
times rather significantly. We will be testing fairly regularly, which will cause us to move around our 
schedules and fit the instruction into other places in our day. This takes a lot of work for the teach-
ers and is challenging for our routine oriented students, which is exactly why that focus I mentioned 
in the beginning is so crucial to us finishing the year strong.  

I grew up on a farm, and I know many of our Bernard and Cascade families farm for a living. What 
we all know is that weighing the pig doesn’t make the pig fatter… feeding it does. So as we enter 
this time of year where there will be a lot of “weighing”, please know we understand that the in-
struction (“feeding”) is what is most important, and up until the last days and hours of the school 
year, we will be doing everything we can to push our students and your children to reach as far as 
they can educationally!  

We look forward to sharing your child’s and our school’s growth with you in the coming months. Along 
the way, if you have questions, please reach out to us so that we can get those answered! Please help 
us and your children to be as successful as possible by sending them to school well rested and ready 
for the learning and assessments they will be tackling each day in this last trimester.  

Wishing you all a warm, wonderful and productive spring season!  

Dan Wendler 

Elementary Principal  
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Leadership Class and Mentoring 

The Leadership class from CHS has been visible at Cascade Elementary twice a week mentoring approxi-
mately 35 students during second trimester.  Our students enjoyed every minute of engaging activities 
from the arts to reading to playing games in the hallways and in the gym to sharpening their math skills.  
Beginning March 15 a new group of mentors will begin with at least 20 mentees for the third trimester.  
With days of sun and spring around the corner, I am sure they will enjoy some outdoor fun, too! 

Iowa Assessments for Grades 3-6 

Iowa Assessments will be given April 4-22 to 3rd-6th graders.  Please mark your calendars to ensure your 
child is in attendance!  It is more convenient for your child to take the test on the scheduled day rather 
than having to make it up!!  

Are you curious why schools give the Iowa Assessment?  This assessment is a summative assessment to 
measure the overall success of a student.  It can be used to measure and monitor student learning over 
time and provides feedback to teachers, students, and parents.  This data is used to make adjustments in 
instructional programs, report student progress, identify and place students to meet their needs.  Each 
fall, our district publishes an Annual Progress Report that includes our student achievement results.  It is 
also the State of Iowa’s Assessment System! 
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Mrs. Boffeli, Counselor News 

 
Dates to remember: Fechas Importantes: 
Mar 9 -  Fighting Saints Assembly—Saints 
Hockey ticket sales begin thru March 17 

Mar 13 - 4th-6th grade Music program, Ellen 
Kennedy Auditorium, 7:00 p.m. 

Mar 14 - BES Spring Picture Day 

Mar 14 - 5th-8th grade Band Concert, Ellen 
Kennedy Auditorium, 7:00 p.m. 

Mar 22 - CES Spring Picture Day 

Mar 24  - BES/CES Fighting Saints Night at 
7:35 p.m. at the Mystique Ice Arena, Dubuque 

Mar 30  -  CES New Addition Community Open 
House  5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

Mar 9 - Asamblea de Los Santos de la Lucha- comen-
zara la venta de boletos de Hockey de los Santos has-
ta el 17 de marzo.  

Mar 13 - Programa de música de cuarto a sexto grado, 
Auditorio Ellen Kennedy, 7:00 p.m. 

Mar 14 -  Concierto de Banda de 5to-8vo grado, Audi-
torio Ellen Kennedy, 7:00 p.m. 

Mar 22 – Dia de Fotos de la Primaria 

Mar 24 -  BES / CES Noche de los Santos Luchadores 
a las 7:35 p.m. en el Mystique Ice Arena, Dubuque 

Mar 30 - CES Nueva Adición abierta a la comunidad 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.  

“New Addition” Community Open House 
Cascade Elementary “New Addition” Community Open House, Thursday, March 
30th from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.  All community members, regardless of having kids 
or grandkids in the building, are welcome to come in and check out the new ad-
dition.  Please help us to spread the word! 

BES and CES Fighting Saints Night 
Fighting Saints Night!  Friday, March 24, 7:35 p.m.  Tickets on sale through March 17 in 
elementary offices for $9.25.  Please purchase in advance of game. 
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Mrs. Nothdorf and Mrs. Foust, 4th Grade CES 

Let's take a look at all of the FUN (academic 
learning and growing) our students have done, are 
doing, and will continue to get better every day. 
Past 

Reading with others is always fun.  Early in the 
year we walked over to the high school to read 
with high school buddies.  Everyone also adores 
when Gordy, Ed and Darice Recker come into the 
classroom to share their love of reading. Fourth 
graders read regularly with our first grade reading 
buddies.  As part of the daily routine both fourth 
grade classes get to enjoy read alouds by their 
classroom teachers.  One of the books relayed a 
special message that the two classes took to 
heart. The spirit of giving began as small acts of 
kindness daily and turned into a project that al-
lowed the students to send a package to Sergeant 
Pancratz and his troop who are currently serving in 
the military overseas. Students brought in many 
different items; from snacks - food, mints, candy, 
and gum, to books, decks of cards and board 
games. The students also worked diligently on 
cards and letters.  
 

 

 

 

 

Present 

Currently in fourth grade we are incorporating 
many learning opportunities through daily curricu-
lum and a few extra activities and 
assessments.  The students have a 
wonderful chance this year to 
learn from others.  In January, 
Ms. Neal, our student teacher 
from the University of Dubuque, 
began teaching with Mrs. Foust. 
She will be with us until April 28th.  

In February, Police Chief Heim started teaching 
DARE classes which will last four weeks.  Many of 
the topics and skills he will be teaching the students 
will focus on making good choices.  In March, Cas-
cade fourth and eighth grade students took the 
NAEP assessment.  This test measures academic 
progress in reading and math.  Also in March we will 
be having our music program. The students have 
been working diligently on learning their songs and 
lines for the performance. Please be sure to join us 
March 13th at the Ellen Kennedy Performing Arts 
Center for a spectacular show! 
Academics: 
The fourth graders are just starting unit three of 
our writing curriculum.  We will be focusing on infor-
mational writing and exploring the revolutionary war 
era. We are slowly exposing students to books and 
other resources, so that when it is time to start 
researching they know the best sources of infor-
mation.  The students sure seem excited to begin!  
In our Treasures curriculum the students are mid-
way though unit four.  We have been learning about 
pronouns, text structure, homographs, and sequenc-
ing. 
With just two and a half units to go in math, the 
fourth graders are mid-way through unit six.  So far 
we have been focusing on division.  One of the new 
methods this curriculum is teaching us is partial 
quotients.  This is a new strategy for many of our 
students and with practicing it each day many are 
catching on. We will continue to use this method as 
the year progresses in hopes that it becomes auto-
matic with the steps as they will continue to use it 
in the years to come. 
Future 

Upcoming dates to note include Iowa Assessments in 
April.  May will be packed with wonderful events and 
in mid-May we will be having the Color Run.  In addi-
tion the fourth graders will be taking a field trip to 
the Herbert Hoover Library and Museum.  Lastly, 
the students will be participating in a trip to the 
past, where they will get to experience daily life 
during a previous era.  There will be more infor-
mation on both events coming soon.  
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 It is the policy of the Western Dubuque County Community School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, 

gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its educational programs and its employment practices. There is a 

grievance procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy 

please contact the district’s At-Risk Coordinator, Vicky Coyle, 310 4th Street SW, Farley, Iowa 52046. 

563-744-3885 x 6040,  vicky.coyle@wdbqschools.org   

HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
[Board Policy 501.16] 

The board will make reasonable efforts to identify homeless children and youth of school age within the district, encourage their enroll-

ment and eliminate existing barriers to their receiving education which may exist in district policies or practices. The designated coordina-

tor for identification of homeless children and for tracking and monitoring programs and activities for these children is the Director of 

Student Services. 

A homeless child or youth is defined as a child or youth from the age of 3 years through 21 years who lacks a fixed, regular, and 

adequate nighttime residence and includes the following: 

A child or youth who is sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar reason; is living 

in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate accommodations; is living in an emergen-

cy or transitional shelter; is abandoned in a hospital; or is awaiting foster care placement; 

A child or youth who has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regu-

lar sleeping accommodation for human beings; 

A child or youth who is living in a car, park, public space, abandoned building, substandard housing, bus or train station, or similar 

setting; 

A migratory child or youth who qualifies as homeless because the child or youth is living in circumstances described in paragraphs 

“1” through “3” above. 

Please contact the building school counselor for questions and to support education of the homeless. You may also contact Mary Jane 

Maher, the District’s liaison for homeless children and youth, to find out what services and supports may be available at 563-744-3371or 

maryjane.maher@wdbqschools.org. 

Children’s Theatre 

Dear Parents and/or Guardians, 

The Western Dubuque Fine Arts Booster Club is proud to present a Children’s The-
atre opportunity this summer.  The Missoula Children’s Theatre (MTC) is a group 
from Missoula, Montana that travels the nation conducting theater opportunities 
for children.  MTC is a non-profit organization based in Missoula, Montana.  This 
coming year, more than 65,000 cast members around the world will take to the 
stage to the delight and applause of their families, friends, community, neighbors 
and teachers!  We are excited to host this summer’s performance of Peter and 
Wendy and invite your child to audition. 

The Fine Arts Booster Club is interested in keeping the fees to you as reasonable as possible.  If you are 
interested in helping to sponsor this event, please contact Dave Hoeger or Lynn Vaske at Western Dubuque 
High School at 563-876-3442. 

For more information, please visit: http://www.wdbqschools.org  under the Western Dubuque High School 
“Highlights” section, or contact: Janel Kluesner at 563-599-0150 or by email at jklues-
ner@seton.pvt.k12.ia.us   

Thank you, 

Western Dubuque Fine Arts Booster Club 


